
56 NOVEMBER 2019

SUP P L I ER  S CENE

Rotocon, South Africa’s leading 
supplier of label printing 
and converting machinery 
and consumables, puts the 
power back in the hands of 
winemakers by providing 
affordable and quality solutions 
for digital label printing.  
By Anton Pretorius

E stablished in 2008, Rotocon is a fam-
ily-owned business led by Michael 
Aengenvoort and sons, Pascal and 

Patrick, who all completed their engi-
neering studies in Europe and have cut 
their teeth in the labelling and narrow 
web industry.

Collectively, the trio has 65 years’ 
hands-on experience and intimate 
knowledge of label printing and finishing 
machines, accessories and consumables, 
enabling them to offer customers a cus-
tomised full-service package anchored 
in exceptional consultation and af-
ter-sales support tailored to their specific 
printing and converting environment.

“With years of experience, product 
knowledge and an extensive installed 
customer base, we have proven to be 
a reliable provider of consulting and 
service to the South African narrow web 
industry. The industry-leading brands 
we represent provide a range of printing 
and finishing options to printers and 
converters and enables us to build long-
term partnerships,” says Patrick.

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION
The Rotocon family only partners 
with brands committed to engineer-
ing high-quality products – a valuable 
customer asset as substrates get thinner 
and thinner and quality and precision 
requirements increase – ensuring there’s 
never a need to compromise or experi-
ence production interruptions.

To satisfy the technology investment 
needs of smaller-scale labelling op-
erations, Rotocon started developing 
and trailing its Ecoline range of finish-
ing equipment in 2013, and officially 
launched the brand in 2017. Over a 100 of 
these systems have since been sold and 
commissioned in South Africa, Mauritius, 
Europe, Australia and the US. In May 2019, 
the Ecoline RDF-340 digital finishing ma-
chine and Ecoline RSI-340 slitter/rewinder 
joined Screen Europe’s demonstration 
centre line-up in The Netherlands.

LOCAL PARTNERS
Businesses that have recently partnered 
with Rotocon include Vredendal-based 
Stellar Winery and Brackenfell-based 
Coastal Labels. A new Screen True-
press Jet L350UV digital press joined 
Stellar and Coastal Labels’ technology 
line-up along with an Ecoline RDF-340 
digital converting and finishing system. 
Both were locally supplied by Rotocon, 
augmenting its fleet of world-class flexog-
raphic presses.

It’s not surprising to learn Stellar 
Winery’s latest technological advance is 

the use of digitally-printed self-adhesive 
labels for its Live-a-Little range of organic 
wines, a move that has added consid-
erable labelling flexibility to meet the 
challenges of bottling an ever-growing 
selection of wines. The beautifully print-
ed labels provide a compelling example 
of how innovative winemaking can be 
brought together with a leading-edge 
printing and converting technology.

According to Coastal Labels’ owner 
Marius Sullwald, the Truepress Jet digi-
tal press is already delivering unrivalled 
levels of functionality and productivity to 
his operation. “It’s providing a tremen-
dous boost to our competitive edge in 
the market or self-adhesive wine labels, 
and has considerably expanded the 
range of labels we can print.”

The specialised inkjet-head technolo-
gy embedded in the Screen Truepress 
ensures both outstanding quality and 
throughput. This ultra-reliable digital 
label press also delivers flexibility, low 
cost of ownership and a swift return 
on investment. Printing at speeds of up 
to 50 meters per minute on a 350 mm 
web, it’s ideal for short runs and faster 
turnaround times.

Adding to this leading-edge digital 
printing capability is the Rotocon Eco-
line RDF-340 converting and finishing 
machine, which features an unwind/
rewind unit (with a 76 mm-spindle), a 
web guide unit, UV drying system and a 
die-cutting unit that can switch between 
full- and semi-rotary mode.

1 Rotocon Ecoline RDF-340 converting and finishing machine. 2 The specialised inkjet-head technology embodied in the Screen Truepress 
ensures both outstanding quality and throughput. 3 Stellar Winery’s Live-a-Little label.
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