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I hope that you, your loved ones, and your 
colleagues are safe and well. 
I can honestly say that I’ve never experienced 
an event with such a drastic impact on how we 
live and work as the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Now more than ever, we must do the right 
things and be prepared to take steps beyond 
what we’re typically required to do.
We have adapted to the changing environment 
very quickly.
Our top priority is the health and safety of our 
employees, customers, and partners. 
We are committed to providing the superior 
service and support that you have come to 
expect of ROTOCON. In the meantime, let’s 
keep safe and help others stay safe too during 
this exceptional period.
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SHARING the same philosophy of providing premium 
quality, outstanding service and fast delivery times, 
Michael Aengenvoort has partnered with Wink, a German 
manufacturer of die-cutting systems, for the past 25 years.

In 2013, Rotocon signed a South African distributorship 
agreement with Wink and according to the Aengenvoort 
family, the company’s flexible dies quickly became the 
benchmark in terms of quality and delivery times. 

This statement is endorsed by a number of local 
printers. One example is Theo Raubenheimer of Label 
Leaders in George, who, in September 2019, visited Wink’s 
headquarters in Germany with Pascal Aengenvoort, where 
they witnessed the daily production of some 600 flexible 
dies.

‘Over the past few years, I’ve appreciated Wink’s ability to 
manufacture and ship dies to South Africa within 48 hours, 
and its approach to quality, service and efficiency,’ reports 
an impressed Theo.

Theo was keen to see the flexible die-making process in 
person to gain a better understanding of what’s involved in 
getting this vital label production component assembled, 
and then to pass on this knowledge to his customers. 

‘I can often judge how well a company is run by the 

Prioritising precision 
and service reliability

neatness, cleanliness and organisation of its production 
facility,’ he remarks. ‘I was very impressed by what I 
witnessed at Wink, and this was reinforced by meeting a 
nice bunch of people who seemed happy, productive and 
continually striving towards the next innovation.’

Customer care
Wink representatives have made annual customer visits 
a priority because they view South Africa as an important 
market in the company’s global growth strategy. The most 
recent trip was undertaken by senior customer relations 
manager, Wiebke Momann, and SmartGap product 
manager, Christian Keune, to provide training and make 
adjustments where necessary. 

One of the customers on the list in Johannesburg was 
Minit Print, which had ordered a customised SmartGap 
adjustable anvil system during Labelexpo Europe owing to 
the limited installation space available on its flexo press. 

Wiebke explains that because this project involved new 
construction, they first needed to check the possibility 
of building a customised system by examining Minit 
Print’s machine, measuring the cutting unit and preparing 
Rotocon’s technicians for the installation.

Label Leaders’ directors, Theo Raubenheimer (left) and Rene Koen (centre), accompanied Rotocon’s Patrick, Michael and Pascal Aengenvoort 
to Wink’s die-making facility in Neuenhaus, Germany. They are pictured here with Wink’s Area sales manager, Ludger Bastubbe, 
and senior customer relations manager, Wiebke Momann.
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AFFORDABLE rotary screen printing is an invaluable 
tool when producing labels for leading brands in 
the highly-competitive wine, spirits, beauty and 
speciality foods markets.

Kocher+Beck (K+B) meets this need with 
TecScreen, a high-definition, precoated printing 
plate, made of nickel-plated stainless steel, 
photopolymer coated and protected against 
mechanical damages with a carrier foil under strict 
UV-protected clean room conditions. The benefits 
are robust handling and printing capabilities and 
high tolerances against foreign bodies and splices.

Available through local distributor, Rotocon, 
in most common roll widths, TecScreen features 
a high-contrast red coating that facilitates visual 
inspection and increases reliability in the prepress 
department. Converters can, however, request 
special roll dimensions or sheets cut to size. K+B 
uses a special sheet formatting technique with 
guaranteed tolerances of 1/100mm.

TecScreen plates are available for flexo, offset or 
digital presses and in grades that cover common 
tasks, ranging from fine line and text work to 
spot coating and printing of relief varnishes. The 
TecScreen range is also applicable for printing Braille 
and hazard symbols.

‘An important aspect of this agency is our 
ability to supply peripheral equipment, including 
consumables such as adhesives, adhesive tapes, 
screen fillers and welding threads, as well as devices 
for screen production such as dryers, washout 
boxes, welder terminals and assembly towers,’ says 
Rotocon director, Pascal Aengenvoort. 

He points out that the surface-treated silk screen 
end rings, which are handy for clamping the mesh in 
the screen cylinder, are, for instance, manufactured 
on state-of-the-art CNC machines with minimum 
tolerances, guaranteeing optimum print quality and 
long service life. They’re available in all standard 
tooth geometries and modules.

When they returned to Germany, Christian designed the 
SmartGap system for the press, ordered all the necessary 
parts, and wrote the installation manual for Rotocon’s 
technicians. Now, the SmartGap needs to be preinstalled 
and sent to South Africa for a Rotocon technician to carry 
out the installation and commissioning work. 

Another Johannesburg customer, Farhad Evans, 
production manager of JMB Labels, reports that the 
company has been using Wink’s flexible dies for the past 
two years, and greatly values the average three-day 
turnaround time. ‘The quality is very good as we still have 
dies in production that provide constant die pressure 
(confirmed via consistent monitoring) after running over 
200 000m² of labelling substrates,’ he asserts.

Additionally, the operators find the Wink SmartGap 
adjustable anvil system effective and easy to control. ‘The 
system works perfectly, thanks to Wink’s technical team 
carrying out an annual service,’ Farhad adds.

In Durban, VR Print’s MD, Hilton van Rensburg, reports 
great satisfaction with the country’s first SmartGap Touch 
adjustable anvil system that automatically sets die pressure. 
Four months ago, the company replaced the standard 
version on its Ecoline RDF 330 digital label converting and 
finishing system’s die-cutting station. 

Each flexible die ordered from Wink comes with a data 
matrix label QR code affixed to the outside of the relevant 
canister, simplifying scanning. ‘Once the code is scanned, 
the SmartGap system retrieves and saves the data, and then 
automatically sets the die pressure,’ Hilton explains. ‘The 
operator’s ability to recall stored data for reuse and not 
having to set up a particular die-cutting job repeatedly has 
resulted in significant throughput improvements.’ 

Hilton also confirms that the company has ordered the 
next-generation SmartGap Touch Advanced system. 
‘It includes a sensor that automatically carries out pressure 
corrections, stores and recalls all jobs. This will be a real 
boon in our digital print business,’ he enthuses. ‘The 
Advanced system represents the future of die-cutting and, 
as we operate in a niche market, it’s the type of investment 
we need to make to maintain our competitive advantage.’

Combining 
world-class 

accuracy and 
affordability

Wink’s SmartGap product manager, Christian Keune recently 
awarded VR Print’s Rall Pillay and Thierry Lagesse with 
certificates on completion of their SmartGap Touch
adjustable anvil system training.
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ROTOCON has recently retrofitted the first of its newly-
introduced Ecoline range of UV LED curing systems to a 
six-colour press at Durban-based label converter, GTV 
Label Master. 

According to Rotocon director, Pascal Aengenvoort, 
the first major benefit in switching to UV LED curing is 
significantly lower operating costs thanks to energy savings, 
fewer consumable parts, and lower maintenance costs. 
‘UV LEDs typically use up to 70% less energy compared 
to traditional UV curing,’ he states. ‘Not having to keep 
consumable parts on hand, such as lamps, ballasts, 
reflectors and fans, provides additional costs savings. 
Finally, lower maintenance costs result from less time 
spent replacing lamps and cleaning/servicing the other 
components,’ he adds. 

Cracking on with 
UV LED curing

Users of UV LED flexo inks report significantly faster 
production speeds compared to mercury curing technology. 
Additionally, thanks to their significantly longer lifespan, 
instant on/off capability and reduced maintenance, UV LED 
systems offer enhanced press uptime. 

‘UV LEDs operate up to 20 times longer (20 000+ hours) 
than medium-pressure mercury arc UV curing systems,’ 
Pascal explains. ‘Their instant on/off capability means no 
waiting is required to restart a press. Faster changeovers 
via flexible controls and curing adjustments, such as 
wavelengths, working distance, dimming level (UV energy 
output), are also possible. All these factors contribute to 
improved uptime, resulting in higher production rates,’ he 
states. 

As previously reported (PPM July 2017), Durban-based 
GTV Label Master’s relationship with Rotocon stretches 
back to 1992, when brothers, Ravi, Ricky and Vernon Pillay 
took over from their father, Thangvaloo, and continued 
running the business based on his founding principles of 
good printing practices and uncompromising quality.  

‘Since 1992, we’ve been purchasing rewinding and 
finishing machines, flexible dies and tooling from Michael 
Aengenvoort,’ reports co-owner, Ravi Pillay. ‘When it comes 
to any investment decision, we’ve always considered 
technical back-up and service to be as important as the 
brand we buy. And the Rotocon team has lived up to our 

Rotocon director, Pascal Aengenvoort, and Durban branch manager, Akmuth Sayed, with the GTV Label Master 
team, and Chinese technicians who helped developed Rotocon’s Ecoline UV LED curing system.

Rotocon’s investment in developing 
its Ecoline brand of UV LED curing 
systems is meeting demand from South 
Africa’s narrow-web market, where 
converters are upgrading their systems 
from traditional mercury arc UV curing 
systems to the latest LED technology.
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An injection of cleaning power

expectations in this regard,’ Ravi adds. ‘In fact, as there 
was only one Ecoline UV LED curing system already installed 
in the country, we took a leap of faith with our latest 
purchase, based on our track record with Rotocon’s Ecoline 
brand of machines and consumables, and faith in Rotocon’s 
technical abilities.’ 

The existing UV curing system, which had proved 
troublesome throughout its life, was very old and spare 
parts were no longer available.

‘With power outage challenges,’ Ravi goes on to relate, 
‘we were advised to move away from mercury UV lamps, 
which tend to blow, and to invest in an LED curing system 
because the lamps cool immediately and don’t require a 
warm-up period.’ 

Although the brothers were slightly sceptical, because 
some converters had experienced teething troubles with 
newly-installed LED curing systems, they’re happy to report 
the absence of any issues. 

‘We’ve been so pleasantly surprised by the system’s 
performance that we’ve now specified another eight units 
be fitted to a new press on order,’ remarks an enthusiastic 
Ravi Pillay.

ROTOCON’S distribution partnership with 
Netherlands-based Jet Europe provides the local 
narrow-web converting market with six fully-
automatic Jet ECO cleaner models for cleaning, 
rinsing and drying flexo and letterpress plates – 
ranging from 450 to 1 400mm wide – in a single 
cycle. 

This blue-chip supplier, with 30 years’ experience 
in photopolymer plate processing, offers a high 
degree of expertise and craftsmanship. ‘Each Jet 

ECO cleaner model can accommodate various 
plate sizes for simultaneous cleaning, utilising two 
brushes and a variety of cleaners for any plate/
ink combination,’ reports Rotocon director, Patrick 
Aengenvoort.

Over the past four years, Gauteng-based self-
adhesive label and price marking specialist, KS 
Scales & Labels, has partnered with Rotocon by 
investing in three Ecoline slitter/rewinders (PPM 
April 2019) and a Jet Europe plate washing machine.

In 2019, owner, Nathan Naidoo, became the first 
local label converter to invest in a Jet ECO cleaner 
to further improve print quality by ensuring all 
UV ink residue is removed from plates at each job 
changeover, representing a major upgrade from 
manual plate washing.

‘To remain competitive, we needed to invest in 
high-quality equipment to improve our printing 
results,’ Nathan states. ‘We’re confident we have 
the most cost-effective system. The Jet ECO cleaner 
450 has helped to save cleaning time and has 
improved our print quality as there’s no longer any 
clogging of fine print. It has also improved storage 
processes, making plates easier to find after night 
shift work and minimising plate damage.’

The washout, rinsing and drying cycle usually 
takes around three to five minutes, depending on 
plate thickness.

Although KS Scales & Labels cleans 250mm wide 
plates in the machine, it can accommodate 
a maximum plate width of 450mm.

Using the Jet 
ECO Cleaner 450, 
plates are carried 
automatically into 
the processor via 
transfer rollers, 
with speed and 
temperature being 
controlled via a 
touchscreen.
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ROTOCON technicians have helped to install and 
commission ten Screen Truepress Jet L350UV+ inkjet digital 
label presses in the South African narrow-web market 
during the past five years.

Rotocon director, Pascal Aengenvoort, ascribes this success 
rate to three primary factors. Firstly, Truepress Jet L350UV+ 
presses are built very sturdily, with a short web path and 
with ease of use in mind to act as reliable workhorses for 
multi-format, short-run capabilities at a rate of 60m/min. 

The second factor is that the L350UV+LM model specifically 
incorporates low-migration inks for PSPs who need to 
produce quickly and cost-effectively premium-quality labels 
compliant with stringent food-grade packaging criteria.

Lastly, Rotocon focuses solely on the needs of narrow-
web PSPs, offering them a customised full-service package 
anchored on exceptional consultation and after-sales support 
to help grow their businesses. ‘A valuable part of this package 
is highly-experienced and knowledgeable technicians who 
can assist with follow-up training sessions for operators who 

Screen’s capabilities crack 
the productivity nod invariably can’t run through all possible scenarios during 

their initial training,’ Pascal reports. ‘Customers can also 
call the technicians out at any time to address queries and 
resolve production-related issues. 

‘Additionally, operators have instant access to information 
via the press’s Trust Support System and are backed up by 
Screen’s European and Japanese customer support team, 
which can log in remotely, monitor the press live and 
provide feedback.’

Prioritising flexibility, speed
VR Print’s MD, Hilton van Rensburg, whose Durban-based 
company ventured into the digital printing market with 
a Screen Truepress Jet L350UV+ in June 2019, concurs 
wholeheartedly. 

‘The installation and commissioning in mid-June couldn’t 
have gone any better, as our operators were trained from 
scratch and printing over two shifts in only three days,’ 
he comments. ‘Additionally, the two technicians on call 
in Durban, who always arrive within an hour to two of 
us logging an issue, ensure that we receive the support 
required.’ 
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UV Inkjet 
Label Printing System

Screen’s Truepress Jet L350UV+ series is the most flexible and 
automated digital inkjet label production system in its class.

Rotocon’s Ecoline RDF 340/440 Digital Printed Label Converting 
and Finishing System perfectly complements the press by 
maintaining quality and productivity, even when converting 
unsupported films.

Both systems support a wide range of media and multiformat, 
short-run applications, as well as improve on industry-recognised 
productivity levels.

The low-migration ink Truepress Jet L350UV+LM system is the 
perfect choice for converters to quickly and cost-effectively produce 
premium quality labels compliant with stringent food-grade 
packaging criteria. 
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He emphasises that this is vital because the Screen 
press virtually never stands still after VR Print converted 
95% of its jobs – bar the ones that are economical to run 
flexographically – to digital. Hilton points out that the main 
benefits are offset quality for half tones and vignettes, 
which can’t be achieved with flexo; the ability to replicate 
the job perfectly every time, irrespective of the operator; 
and having to provide customers with only one label to 
compare against the printed proof rather than a light, 
dark and aim colour standard. ‘The colours will never go 
out, provided we do the 
linearisation as advised,’ 
he notes. ‘Furthermore, 
the press’s orange and/or 
blue ink gamut capabilities 
eliminate any spot colour 
problems and its built-in 
spot colour management 
system has proven very 
reliable after extensive 
testing. Our customers in the 
paint and coating industry 
are blown away by the paint 
colour swatch sample labels 
produced on the press.’ 

VR Print also considers 
important the unlimited 
ability to change the width of 
material to suit a particular job 
run; applying inkjet straight on 
the topcoat, without having 
to corona treat or prime the 
material first; changeovers 
in under five minutes; and 
complete substrate changes 
in under 15 minutes.
 In combination, these time-
saving features maximise the 
number of jobs that can be 
produced in a day.

UV inkjet is the future of label printing, Hilton asserts, it 
allows label printers and converters to create a variety of 
embellishments like tactile effects – by applying black or 
another colour on top of a white ink laydown – which aren’t 
possible with electrophotography. VR Print is currently 
working with the Kwazulu-Natal Society for the Blind to 
have one of its high-build effects approved for Braille. 

More benefits set to jet in 
Hilton emphasises that the business hasn’t yet realised 
the full potential of the Screen press’s capabilities. ‘Now 
that we have pressure-sensitive labels dialled in nicely, our 
management team can focus on opening up new market 
opportunities such as flexible packaging, shrink sleeves and 
overprinting of variable data on labels,’ he explains. ‘The 
Coca-Cola campaign featuring unique names is a prime 
example, as the wraparound labels were rotogravure-
printed and then the names were overprinted digitally 
using variable data.’

He notes that another advantage of being a Screen and 
Rotocon customer, as long as you don’t have operations in 

Europe, is access to viewing top plants there and interacting 
with production teams to gain a basic understanding of 
the prepress process. ‘In addition, subject to agreement, 
we can undertake customer visits and talk to other 
PSPs about projects they’ve completed successfully or 
how they’ve overcome certain problems’, he enthuses. 
‘These networking and information sharing sessions are 
invaluable.’

What is next on VR Print’s wish list to enhance its digital 
printing results? 

Faster speeds top the list, followed by enhanced digital 
embellishments, as long as they don’t slow the overall 
press speeds down. 

Pascal confirms that Screen will demonstrate at drupa 
a press with enhanced running speeds of 80m/min (an 
increase of 20m/min) and that incorporates CMYK plus 
orange and blue inline (users currently have a choice of one 
or the other). Embellishment R&D projects are, however, 
still in progress. 

Ed’s note: VR Print is a beta site for Avery Dennison 
India, from which most of its material is sourced, 
as that printing college doesn’t currently have a UV 
inkjet press. The test files are printed digitally in 
Durban, using the Screen Truepress Jet L350UV+ on 
the specified substrate, and the samples are then 
sent back to Pune.
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RSI 330/430/530 SLITTING, 
INSPECTION & REWINDER SYSTEM

Re-engineered as a fully servo-driven model, the RSI series features three servo 
motors (instead of two), increasing output from 230 to 300m/min, while a more 
stringent web control and management system ensures 100% accuracy. The servo 
upgrade has also simplified customer maintenance.

A year ago, Advanced Labels invested in an RSI 430 slitting, inspection and 
rewinder system to match increased production capacity.  

Reports MD, Richard Jones: ‘In the first instance, I’ve always believed that 
having a designated technician in the area as back-up support is vital because a 
label converting business only makes money while all its machines are running. 
We can’t afford the downtime while waiting for a technician to travel from a 
different province.’ 

‘Rotocon’s two Durban-based technicians have been great,’ Richard 
emphasises. ‘They immediately addressed a few teething issues. Since then, the 
RSI 430 has been running smoothly, and we haven’t had to call them out again.’

A second deciding factor for this investment was the system’s cost 
competitiveness thanks to its assembly and production in Asia rather in Europe, 
using German quality parts. ‘It compares well with our other slitting, inspection 
and rewinder systems, and we’ve been impressed by its compact footprint, quick 
blade setting and make-ready times, as well as its accuracy and speed,’ Richard 
adds.

Ecoline: the perfect technology 
& affordability match

ROTOCON has continuously 
developed its economy line of 
finishing equipment over the 
past four years to meet the 
technology investment needs 
of smaller labelling operations 
and start-up ventures, which 
have to carefully balance the 
highest possible specifications 
with competitive pricing. The 
latest model, launched this 
month, enables face mask 
production to meet Covid-19 
protective equipment needs 
(turn to page 9 for details). 

Each of the five Ecoline 
models has a compact 
footprint, easy-to-use control 
panel and open machine 
design to maximise operator 
friendliness. 

A modem for remote fault 
finding and maintenance 
allows Rotocon to respond 
quickly to operators’ software 
and drive-related queries.  

Handpicked overseas 
machine builders produce 
the Ecoline range according 
to Rotocon’s stringent quality 
specifications – solid, vibration-
free construction and the 
latest technology – plus cost-
efficiency needs. 
These customisable models 
have been commissioned 
beyond South Africa’s borders 
in Mauritius, Spain, Denmark, 
Germany, Australia and the US. 
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GTV Label Master co-owner, Ravi Pillay, also praises the 
RSI 430 and describes it as a value for money offering, 
designed for operator ease and reduced maintenance.
 It’s the company’s third Ecoline investment in the past four 
years.

‘Our slitting and rewinding department is functioning 
optimally thanks to quality technology: for instance, strobe 
lights pick up any snags and E&L web guiding systems 
ensure perfect running – once they’re set, they don’t have 
to be recalibrated,’ Ravi comments.

GTV Label Master has built up a strong relationship and 
understanding with Rotocon over the past 12 years. ‘The 
support team provides excellent service and whenever 
there’s a problem, a technician is generally on our 
production floor within an hour,’ Ravi reports. 

Earlier this year, Rotocon Europe sold an Ecoline RSI 340 
to Color Labels in Denmark for finishing self-adhesive labels 
and other materials. According to founder, Erik Grønning, 
the company has an uncompromising approach to quality, 
both in production and delivery to customers.

‘Rotocon Europe’s reputation for building high-quality 
finishing machines with superior performance, backed by 
our good relationship with local agent, Nortech-Solutions, 
motivated our decision to invest in the Ecoline RSI.’

RSH 330/440 SLITTING,
INSPECTION & REWINDER SYSTEM

This horizontal alignment version of the RSI model features 
an ultrasonic web guide, ultrasonic roll diameter tracking, 
tension control on the rewind and unwind, an unwind splicing 
table, automatic linear count and individual label count. 
Additionally, there’s inverter control on the draw station.

Following the installation of the Spanish market’s most 
complete booklet printing machine in 2017, label printer, 
TEA Adhesivos Industriales, experienced increased demand 
for booklet inspection. MD, Alejandro Trigueros, explains 
that the company turned to Rotocon Europe in 2019 for its 
dedicated inspection machine – the RSH 440 is tailor-made for 
production of multilayer booklets, even over 100 pages.

At the same time, TEA entered the short-run digital 
label printing and finishing market by investing in a Screen 
Truepress Jet L350 UV+ inkjet label press and an Ecoline RDF 
350 system. Alejandro reports that the RDF 350 provides fast 
converting and finishing of jobs from the Truepress inkjet 
press.

‘Both Ecoline investments provide TEA with reliable, fast job 
set-up equipment at an affordable price,’ he emphasises.
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AUTOMATIC FLAT 
MASK MAKING 

MACHINE

The ECOLINE FM machine is mainly used for the 
automatic forming of flat masks: the whole roll of 
fabric is driven by rollers after unwinding, and the 
fabric is automatically folded and hemmed. In the 
fabric, the two sides are ultrasonically welded to 
the seal, and then the ultrasonic side seal is cut 
and formed by a cutter; the mask is conveyed to 
the two mask earband welding stations through 
an assembly line, and the final mask is formed by 
ultrasonic welding. When the mask is made after 
completion, it is transported to the flat belt line 
for collection through the assembly line.

FM
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RSD 330/440 DIE-CUTTING & 
INSPECTION SYSTEM
The RSD 330 is the most efficient die-cutting system 
available for today’s demanding production environments. 
The dual-purpose platform features precision die-cutting 
plus advanced roll and label inspection. Easy interchange 
between the two functions enables convenient blank 
label production.

The semi-automatic turret rewinder lets operators 
prepare the next roll while the current one is still running, 
helping to speed up production times.

Rakesh Kalyan, MD of Elite Labels, cites enhanced 
production capacity of blank labels as the driver for 
his company’s investment in an RSD 330 offline die-
cutting and inspection system. ‘The biggest benefit is 
that the semi-automatic turret rewinder helps speed 
up production times – enabling us to focus on meeting 
customers’ expectations in terms of both quality and 
timely delivery.’

Nathan Naidoo, owner of KS Scales & Labels, agrees 
that the operator’s ability to prepare the next roll while 
the current one is still running on the RSD 330 increases 
production speeds.

Having invested in three of Rotocon’s slitter-rewinders 
over the past four years, KS Scales & Labels can print, 
cut, rewind and box 15 000 rolls of scale labels – the 
equivalent of over eight-million labels or 50 000m² of 
paper – within three days. Such speedy turnaround times, 
Nathan remarks, impress the many print brokers he deals 
with, creating a massive competitive advantage over 
similarly-sized label converters.

Blue Print Labelling owners, Devlin and Wade 
Brodowicz, also provide good reports of the RSD 330, 
which has enabled the company to enhance production 
capacity to keep pace with demand for its core blank 
labels business. Although the machine is used primarily as 
a slitter, it gives the duo peace of mind to know it’s able to 
perform both functions. 

Another advantage is a similar user interface to the 
company’s existing RSI 330 slitting, inspection and 
rewinding system. This simplified training as operators 
were already used to Rotocon’s machinery and interface.

Featuring a full-rotary flexo print unit, an unwind/rewind 
unit and waste rewind (76mm spindle), web guide unit, 
slitting unit (shear/razor knives), a cold foil and lamination/
delamination module, and a die-cutting station that can be 
used in semi- or full-rotary mode, this machine provides 
servo-driven digital label converting and finishing. The UV 
ink curing system supports printing on any media.

In 2019, Avvo Labels invested in an Ecoline RDF 330 
finishing machine and a Screen Truepress Jet L350UV+ 
inkjet label press to further enhance the company’s digital 
label quality and productivity. ‘It was an important decision 
to help us to continue growing, increase capacity, expand 
our portfolio, and broaden our offering to customers in 
order to retain market competitiveness,’ explains GM, 
Ronnie Rampirith.  

These sentiments are echoed by Wiaan Stemmet of 
LabelLink, a specialist in self-adhesive flexo-printed label 
printing that entered the digital label production arena with 
the purchase of a Screen Truepress Jet L350UV+ inkjet label 
press, and an Ecoline RDF 430 machine. This combo allows 
the finishing of any type of reel-to-reel printed stock to the 
highest quality. 

‘Our purchase decision was based primarily on print 
quality and speed, machine up-time, and local after-sales 
service support through Rotocon’s service technicians,’ 
Wiaan enthuses. ‘By teaming up with a well-established 
company such as Rotocon we’re able to keep up with all the 
latest technologies.’ 

VR Print’s MD, Hilton van Rensburg, concurs, having 
invested in an Ecoline RDF 330 and a Screen Truepress 
Jet L350UV+ inkjet label press to add value to FMCG, 
personal care and pharmaceutical product labels, without 
compromising on quality. ‘From after-sales service to the 
number of technicians available, we’ve received everything 
we’ve needed from Rotocon over the past five years. We 
believe the company has the edge because it’s the only 
supplier completely dedicated to the narrow-web industry, 
offering a full basket of solutions and expertise.’

RDF 330/430 DIGITAL PRINTED LABEL 
CONVERTING & FINISHING SYSTEM

Crackingnews
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Cracking on with face 
mask-making machinery

THE COVID-19 outbreak has presented a number of 
novel opportunities for machinery suppliers to help 
South African manufacturers to diversify into face mask 
production, in the face of spiralling demand.  

Rotocon has responded swiftly with the introduction 
of the Ecoline FM machine that’s capable of automatic 
production of 90 to 110 flat masks a minute. 

Its design is very simple. First, three layers of material 
are laminated, folded and seamed. A crimping tool then 
ultrasonically welds the two sides to the seal; and a die-
cutting tool cuts and forms the side seal. Finally, the mask 
is conveyed to two earlobe string welding stations and then 
on to the assembly line for collection.

The Ecoline FM machine, like others in the range, is 
produced according to Rotocon’s strict specifications by its 
Asian affiliate, ticking both the quality and cost-efficiency 
boxes. 

According to Rotocon director, Pascal Aengenvoort, high 
global demand for face masks has resulted in the Asian 
OEM’s production floor being filled with stock machines.

‘At the moment, Rotocon can airfreight, land and install 
an Ecoline FM machine at a South African customer’s 
facility within four weeks,’ he reports. ‘However, this could 
stretch to six weeks if several customers were to place 
simultaneous orders,’ he adds.

Customers are able to justify the costs of airfreighting 
a machine as they have a short window of opportunity in 
which to take advantage of current high levels of demand. 
As Pascal points out, this could rise significantly to around 
55-million masks if the South African government mandates 
the wearing of masks. Additionally, there are opportunities 
for local businesses to supply masks to the rest of the 
continent. 

To date, Rotocon’s primary engagement has been with 
niche market manufacturers – for example, a manufacturer 

of nappies and female sanitary products that’s used to 
laminating different materials; a producer that plans to 
manufacture mask materials and the end-product; and 
a supplier of die-cut products to a major health care 
distributor. 

Rotocon also invites its broader customer base and 
those wanting to produce masks such as the N95, typically 
worn by nurses and doctors, to request information about 
a machine with a slightly different construction from the 
Ecoline FM. Each model comes with a one-year warranty 
and lifetime maintenance support. 

ROTOCON expects stock of disposable BFE 95 face 
masks and N95 masks to arrive in the country during 
the last week of April, helping to alleviate market 
shortages. 

According to Patrick Aengenvoort, the company 
was motivated to draft a business plan for this line of 
consumables following its Ecoline factory gearing up for 
mask production, sending masks to support Rotocon 
employees as essential service providers during the 
national lockdown, and extending order opportunities 
to Rotocon’s customers.

‘We then started receiving enough enquiries from 
businesses as varied as The Red Cross, to form a new 
business venture. And invite customers to place a 
minimum order of 10 disposable BFE 95 face masks with 
us,’ he concludes. 

Both sides of the 
value chain covered
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Disposable 
Protective 
Face Mask

Cape Town
T +27 021 975 6763
E pascal@rotocon.co.za

Johannesburg
T +27 011 397 2172 
E patrick@rotocon.co.za

Durban
T +27 031 701 0383 
E akhmuth@rotocon.co.za

www.rotocon.co.za

The certified and approved 
mask that is advised to flatten 
the COVID-19  curve

Available to general front line 
workers, manufacturing and 
the public.

Get the best price and buy 
directly from us.
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E pascal@rotocon.co.za

Johannesburg
T +27 011 397 2172 
E patrick@rotocon.co.za

Durban
T +27 031 701 0383 
E akhmuth@rotocon.co.za

www.rotocon.co.za

Screen’s Truepress Jet L350UV+ series is the most flexible and 
automated digital inkjet label production system in its class.

Rotocon’s Ecoline RDF 340/440 Digital Printed Label Converting 
and Finishing System perfectly complements the press by maintaining 
quality and productivity, even when converting unsupported films.

Both systems support a wide range of media and multiformat, 
short-run applications, as well as improve on industry-recognised 
productivity levels.

The low-migration ink Truepress Jet L350UV+LM system is 
the perfect choice for converters to quickly and cost-effectively 
produce premium quality labels compliant with stringent food-grade 
packaging criteria. 

The Ecoline RDF 340/440’s compact footprint, easy-to-use control 
panel and open machine design maximises operator friendliness.

THE PERFECT

Digital Partnership
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www.rotocon.co.za

Rotary screen printing effects help take wine, 
beauty and speciality foods labels to the next 
level. Kocher+Beck’s high-definition, precoated 
TecScreen printing plates are available for 
flexo, offset/digital presses in grades that cover 
common tasks, such as wire cloth grades for 
fine line and text work, and coarser grades for 
spot coatings and printing relief varnishes.

SCREEN PRINT LABELS

Precise detail
Vibrant colour intensity 

Stunning text clarity

Cape Town
T +27 021 975 6763
E pascal@rotocon.co.za

Johannesburg
T +27 011 397 2172 
E patrick@rotocon.co.za

Durban
T +27 031 701 0383 
E akhmuth@rotocon.co.za
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www.rotocon.co.za
Cape Town
T +27 021 975 6763
E pascal@rotocon.co.za

Johannesburg
T +27 011 397 2172 
E patrick@rotocon.co.za

Durban
T +27 031 701 0383 
E akhmuth@rotocon.co.za

We’re taking all the necessary steps to 
ensure strict hygiene protocols across our 
areas of operation, to protect our employees 
and safely produce and deliver your flexible 
& chromed rotary dies.

#StayHealthy
#Let’sFlattenTheCurve


